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Bingham made remarks indicating serious disappointment and
a purpose to retire from the Board of Managers. I accepted
the election, and acted as chairman at the meeting. At the
next meeting, and without consultation with my associates,
I resigned the place and nominated Mr. Bingham. The nomi-
nation was not objected to, and Mr. Bingham took the chair
without comment by himself, nor was there any comment by
any other person. The gentlemen who had given me their
votes and support criticized my conduct with considerable
freedom, and were by no means reconciled by the statement
which I made to them. Having reference to the nature of the
contest and the condition of public sentiment, I thought it im-
portant that the managers should avoid any controversy be-
fore the public, especially as to a matter of premiership in
the conduct of the trial. It seemed to be important that the
entire force of the House of Representatives should be di-
rected to one object, the conviction of the accused. Beyond
this, Mr. Bingham and Mr. Wilson had been opposed to the
impeachment of Mr, Johnson when the attempt was first
made in the House of Representatives. I thought it import-
ant to combine the strength that they represented in support
of the proceeding in which we were then engaged. If Mr.
Stevens had been in good health, he would have received
my support and the support of General Butler and General
Logan. At that time his health was much impaired, but his
intellectual faculties were free from any cloud.

Another incident occurred which does not require ex-
planation, and which may not be open to any explanation.
After the report of the Judiciary Committee, and its rejection
by the House of Representatives, I was surprised to receive
an invitation from the President to dine with him at what is
known as a State dinner. I assumed that arrangements had
been made for a series of such dinners, and that the invitations
had been sent out by a clerk upon a prearranged plan as to the